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By JEREMIAH O'LFARY
J.. . Star Staff Wrlter .
A House Forelgn Affairs sub-
commitiee staff study on Greece
describes the U.S. Embassy in

“{Athens as having ‘“very low
| morale” because  political re-||

porting of embassy officers is
subordinated to rescuing Ambas-
sador Henry J. Tasca and his ca-
reer from errors. . -

The document, prepared by
staff consultant Clifford P,
Hackelt after a one-month as-
slgnment there in August, was
furnished to newsmen yesterday

1by Elias P. Demetracopoulos, an

exiled Greek journalist.
» Committee, stalf administra-

" tor Roy J. Bullock confirmed the

authenticity of the study, but
sald it was only an internal
memorandum that has no status
with the subcemmittee on Eu-

 Xdentification Deleled ' |
“The subcommitlee won't be

. {very happy that you have this

document,” Bullock said. Darse-

. |tracopoulos declined to say how

he obtained the study from
which he said he made coples,
deleting ouly the number idanti-
fiying to whom it was issued. ~
Since U.S. aid was resumed {o
Greece in Septernber 1970, Hack-
ett's study said, ‘“The'morale of
the embassy seems to have de-
clined in-direet proportion fo the
falsity of ¢he perceived trend
(toward restoration of constitu-

- tional government by the Greek

military dietatorship).

i M1t is not éxaggerated to state
‘that there is general dismay in
Iboth the embassy and in the
State Depariment in response to
both this ‘trend” which has now
proved illusory ‘and to the politi-

- leal reporting from the embassy

iwhich served to reinforce what

“'is now recognized as a false per-

.ception.”

Hackett continued: “The polit-
‘ical reporting has, in the judg-
-ment of several embassy offi-
“cars, . heen . tailored to fit the
‘presént ambassador’s (Tasca's)
preconceptions of what he hoped
would be a trend toward consti-

“Athens Is seen as a very un-
desirable post, despite its ameni
tles, where assignment means

SASHLUCEUN SIAR
1 4 HOV 1971

resce

0Q1/03/04.: CIA-RDP80-016

Hitin House Study

| porting would be subordinated to

the ‘exigencies of rescuing that
ambassador and his carcer from
those errors.” .

The study said it was clear
that the CIA and U.S. military:
ald mission In Greece continue
to share a “sharply different
‘view from that of the political

£s. ’ . Lo
Amid this “general dismay,”
Hacketit’'s study added, “Over
this divided embassy presides

his earlier optimism concerning
the regime'’s dermocratic inten-
tions but sbaring the political
seetion’s pessimism about any
prospect of chanzing the sturdy
Greek dictatorship even i Wash-
ington were to direct such-a
change.” BRI

Washington, he deglared,

|seems remote since fhe an.

nouncement of the visit of Vice
President -Spiro Agnew. (The
study was written before Ag-
new’s recent visit to Greece.)-
Bullock said Hackett is a for-
mer USIA employe with Europe-
an experience and was anem-
ploye in the office of Rep. Benja-
min S. Rosenthal, D-N.Y., chair-
man of the subcommittee on Eu-
rope, . Coee e
Demetracopoulos, the exiled
journalist, eriticized ihe present
Athens government and U.S.
nilitary aid to Greece in testi-
mony last July before Rosen-
thal’s subcommittee, :
Rosenthal initiated Hackett's
trip to Greece on July 22, The
assignment was {o obtain infor-
mation on effects of American
policy, military relations and the
views of both the government
jand the opposition on the future
of American assistance. B
Hackett’s study said he talked
with about 20 opposition leaders,
-ranging from far right to
leftist-liberal, but that he spoke
with only one representative of
the government, a middle - level
civil servant in the foreign min-
istry. S S
This man, who Hackett said
was suggested to him as appro-
priate for making a courtesy
call, told the committee staffer
that Greek politics were ‘nct 8
proper American concern, .-

service under an ambassador
who has serfously egred in his
perceptions of political develop-
ments - and where political re-

The study found that the

an ambassador now disabused of

The prospect of a change from'

American,” Embassy  political
section was distressed at what
was called the “steady develop-
ment of the railitary government

and the apparent American ina-
ility to make clear our unhappi-’

ess with the junta. The unhap-
piness seems to focus on events

since Ambassador Tasca arrived

section”_on the paliticat veali- R SN 3 1 g sub-

leommittee that Tasca's initial
< assignment was to “justify” full

resumption of American aid. He:

said 1t was difficult to assess
how much embassy staff pessi-
mism is due to the realization
that “nothing can change truly
in American policy so long as

the amhassador remains” and:

how much to the evident invul-

nerability of the military gov-.

cernment.” -

Hackett found a paradox in
that Greek opposition leaders
believe the United States could
exert a nearly decisive influence
on the longevily: of the regime

Washington couldn’t prompt a
change even if ordered to do so.

Tasca, a 38-ycar-old career
diplomat and former ambassa-
dor to Morocco, assumed his
post in January 1970. A native of

Providence, R.I., he has been a

deputy assistant secretary of
state for African affairs and has

NATO. O S

A similarly cvitical report
about U.S. foreign policy toward
the Greek military government
was issued by the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee in a

and the embassy in Athens gave
too . much credence to junta
statements that parliamentary
government would be restored
and gave away leverage when
the U.S. embargo on arms for

Greece was lifted last year. -

* Views in Opposition .

while embassy staffers believe

served in Bonn, Rome and with

staff report in March, The re-
port said the State Department’
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